
New rules for the sale 
of vaping products

What you need to know

S.I. 271 regulates e-cigarettes and refill 
containers (liquid bottles) in so far as they 
relate to safety and quality requirements, 
refill mechanism, information and labelling, 
product presentation and other matters.

The transition period for this S.I. ended on 
20 May 2017 and so all e-cigarettes and 
refill containers placed on the market must 
now comply with the rules set down in this 
S.I.  Non-compliance with the regulations 
can lead to a prohibition order from an 

Environmental Health Officer and products 
could be removed from your shop. 

Below is a short guide for retailers on the 
display regulations of e-cigarettes and refill 
containers to ensure full compliance with  
S.I. 271 of 2016.  Please note, this guidance 
note is not exhaustive and is only intended 
to provide general information on the 
Regulations and should not be construed  
as legal advice.

Point of sale in retail  
outlets is permitted.

A person shall not place on the 
market vaping products or refill 
containers unless each unit packet 
and any outside packaging carries 
the following health warning: 

“Cuimsíonn an táirge seo nicitín,  
ar substaint an-andúile é 
This product contains nicotine which 
is a highly addictive substance.” 

The unit packet or outside 
packaging of an e-cigarette or 
refill container must not make 
reference to the taste or smell  
of an e-cigarette or refill container 
and may not contain any element 
or feature that resembles a food  
or a cosmetic product.

The unit packets and any outside 
packaging of any vaping product 
or refill container shall not suggest 
economic advantage by including 
printed vouchers, offering 
discounts, free distribution, two-
for-one or other similar offers. 

The maximum volume for nicotine-
containing containers is 10mls, 
with the nicotine concentration not 
exceeding 20 mg/ml. Tank capacity 
of a refillable e-cigarettes must not 
exceed 2ml.

Retail websites are prohibited from 
advertising or promotion but can 
have factual information about 
products, factual ‘how to’ videos 
and sales lists permitted.
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If you require any further information, please contact us at info@vapebusinessireland.ie or (01) 234 2423


