
Business Lending for a Digital Age 
The world has changed. It’s about time finance changed too. 
 
Peer-to-Peer (P2P) lending is rapidly becoming the ‘go-to’ option when it comes 
to obtaining affordable, hassle-free finance to help a business move forward.  
 
When we look at various aspects of our modern life, it’s hard to identify a single one 
that hasn’t been touched by the technological revolution. From medicine to transport, 
from entertainment to social interaction, and from education to communications, 
massive breakthroughs have been made in the past decade as a result of advances in 
technology. 
 
In the world of work, these advances are particularly noticeable. Technology has 
transformed every function of modern business. From sales to payroll and marketing to 
HR, digital technology and cloud-based software solutions have made our professional 
lives easier, more efficient and more productive in so many ways. 
 
Sadly, however, there are exceptions, areas where the light of new technology has not 
yet shone. We’re thinking, in particular, of how the process of applying for a business 
loan can sometimes feel like taking a step back in time. 
 
This is surprising, to say the least, because the financial services sector, in general, 
has been quick to embrace new technology. Even run-of-the-mill personal customers 
have a wealth of banking power at their fingertips via mobile devices or easy-to-use 
apps. 
 
Yet applying for a business loan is still often characterised by long waits, unwieldy 
forms, and inconvenient interviews. Business owners are busy people. When 
entrepreneurs spot an opportunity to grow their business, they need to move quickly.  
 
Business owners are the last people in the world who have time to spare for putting 
together long-winded business plans or complex cash flow projections. And in a digital 
age of big data and cloud based-technology, why should they? It’s about time business 
lending caught up with the rest of modern life. 
 
Thankfully, now it has. The rapid rise of Peer-to-Peer (P2P) lending, is completely 
rewriting the model when it comes to obtaining affordable, hassle-free finance to drive 
a business forward. 
 
The idea behind P2P lending is simple. Use technology to connect businesses who 
need funds to grow with an online army of local lenders with money to invest. 



 
At the centre of this lending revolution in Ireland, Linked Finance is playing a major role 
in redrawing the landscape in which businesses borrow.  Using technology, Linked 
Finance brings business lending back to basics, allowing ordinary people with savings 
to connect with, and lend to, trustworthy businesses that wish to borrow.  
 
Business owners can apply online at linkedfinance.com. It takes a couple of minutes 
and you can expect a credit decision in a matter of hours. There are no mountains of 
paperwork to complete, inconvenient interviews to attend or bulky business plans to 
produce.  
 
Linked Finance has taken the hassle out of applying for a business loan. The only 
documents needed are the most recent 6 months bank statements and the last set of 
financial accounts. 
 
So with a process that is simple, transparent and efficient, Niall Dorrian CEO, explains 
why more and more Irish SMEs are turning to Linked Finance when they need funds to 
support growth: 
 
“Peer-to-peer lending is changing the face of banking across the world,” he says. “In 
much the same way that technology has transformed the way we watch TV, listen to 
music, order taxis, book holidays and keep in touch with friends, P2P lending is re-
shaping the way money moves between lenders and borrowers.  It’s about harnessing 
the power of the crowd and using technology to connect people with money to lend, 
directly to those who need capital.” 
 
Once approved, loan requests can be listed on the Linked Finance marketplace, where 
they are funded by a community of thousands of local lenders. Loans typically fund in a 
matter of hours and businesses can access funds in a matter of days; not the weeks or 
months they are so used to waiting.  
 
As a lender and a borrower, Michael Kane from Curious Wines has seen both sides of 
the equation and explains why he got involved. 
 
“I love lending on Linked Finance because I'm making great returns, I’m helping to 
support Irish jobs, having a positive impact on the economy and I’m helping hard-
working Irish entrepreneurs,” says Kane. “It’s giving Irish SME’s a better way to borrow 
and they get the funds quickly, with minimum hassle and they also get to promote their 
business to an army of local lenders.” 
 
“I used a loan from Linked Finance to support the growth of my business, Curious 
Wines, and the service is great. This company is changing the way that Irish SMEs 
access finance and its giving lenders like me an easy way to make my money work 



harder.” 
 
The Linked Finance platform has come a long way since it funded its first loans in 2013 
and the impressive growth trajectory of this innovative funding model shows no signs 
of slowing down. 
 
“We provided more than €24 million in funding last year, more than the previous three 
years combined. The platform is growing at an impressive pace and we are seeing 
demand from SMEs of all shapes and sizes, drawn from every sector of the economy. 
Irish businesses are in growth mode and they are hungry for innovative and responsive 
funding options.” says Dorrian. 
 
“Our ultimate goal is to make P2P lending a mainstay of the SME lending landscape in 
Ireland and the last 12 months saw us take a major step in that direction” 
 
As of November 2018, Linked Finance has provided more than 1800 loans, and €75 
million in funding, to SMEs right across Ireland.  And with a process that is simple, 
transparent and efficient, it’s easy to see why more and more Irish SMEs are turning to 
Linked Finance when they need funds to support growth. 
 
At last, business lending has arrived in the digital age and Linked Finance is making it 
easier than ever for Irish SMEs to access the funds they need to succeed. 
 
Call Fearghal on 01 - 531 3511 to get more info on how Linked Finance can help 
you business grow  
 


